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It was cruel to find the bitter cold just set in as we arrived.
For two days we were as cold as in clear winter days at Ber-
lin. There are no amusements for the evening

*

here, and the pleasure of listening to the excel*-   Mrcrb
lent band in the afternoons is diminished by the   Oct.* 1872. '
chillness which makes one fear to sit down in   From Hom-
the open air.    Bat we like being idle, and the       g"
days pass easily.

It is good to have in our memories the two happy days at
Six-Mile Bottom ; and the love that surrounded me and took
care of me there is something very precious to believe in
among hard-faced strangers. Much gratitude for the antici-
pated letter that will come to tell us more news of you by
and by.

At last I begin a letter which is intended not as a payment
but as an acknowledgment of debt. It will have at least the
recommendation of requiring no answer. After ;Lefctert<>
some perfect autumnal days we are languishing Joim^iack-
with headache from two days' damp and muggi- wood, 4th
ness, and feel it almost as much work as we are Oct" 1872*
equal to, to endure our malaise. But on the whole we are not
sorry that we came to this place rather than any other. On
dry days the air is perfect, and the waters are really an en-
ticing drink. Then there is a wood close by where we can
wander in delicious privacy : which is really better than the
company here, save and except a few friends whom we found
at first, and who have now moved off to Baden. The Kursaal
is to me a hell, not only for the gambling but for the light
and heat of the gas, and we have seen enough of its monstrous
hideousness. There is very little dramatic Stoff to be picked
up by watching or listening. The saddest thing to be wit-
nessed is the play of a young lady, who is only twenty-six
years old, and is completely in the grasp of this mean, money-
making demon. It made me cry to see her young fresh face
among the hags and brutally stupid men around her. ISText
year, when the gambling has vanished, the place will be
delightful: there is to be a subvention from Government to
keep up the beautiful grounds ; and it is likely that there will
be increase enough in the number of decent visitors to keep
the town tolerably prosperous. One attraction it has above
other German baths that I have seen, is the abundance of
pleasant apartments to be had, where one can be as peacefxil
as the human lot allows in a world of pianos.

We brought no books with us, but have furnished our tableces.in
